
 
 
 
 
The Jewish Playwriting Contest is an artist-driven, community-centered, international search 
for the most exciting new Jewish playscripts.  
 
In each Contest city, a City Readers Panel – basically a book club for new plays - reads the 
6 Finalist plays and votes on a City Top 3, which are awarded points in the National 
Contest. The play with the most votes from all cities wins the Contest.  
 
The Contest is executed by over 100 artists around the U.S. and Israel, and powered by 
Jewish and theater community leaders in more than 12 cities, broken into three roles.  
 
BECOMING A CITY HOST 
City Hosts are the ORGANIZATIONS that unlock the power and impact of the JPP’s 
program proven program model. City Hosts are Jewish and theater community 
organizations that serve as vital hubs of organization, space and support.  
 
The City Hosts contract with the JPP to provide administrative support and community 
knowledge, and pays the program fee for the Contest, The Host benefits by: 
 

- Sharing a cutting-edge program with their community 
- Attracting young artists and audiences to their spaces 
- Deepening connections with several stakeholders – Board members, donors, culture 

lovers and lovers of Jewish learning.  
 
For cities that hold a Live Contest event, the City Host is also the main production partner, 
working with the JPP on casting, theater elements, and marketing. City Host contracts begin 
in late fall, and run through Contest program dates in March-May.  
 
BECOMING A CITY PRODUCER 
City Producers are INDVIDUAL investors in the future of Jewish theater. City Producers 
contribute $1,800 either directly to the JPP or to the City Host to defray their costs, and 
have the opportunity to: 
 

- Nominate and select cultural mavens to be Community Panel Readers 
- Coordinate and host the City Selection Meeting, a 90-minute extravaganza of 

conversation and community 
- Participate in all National Contest events, virtually and in-person in New York City 

and meet and interact with City Producers from around the world! 
 
City Producers are identified in the summer, recruit Panel members in the fall, and host 
events in the spring, on a date scheduled with the JPP. Each City can have up to 6 
Producers.  
 
The JPP collaborates with the City Producers and Hosts to ensure that all Contest events 
run smoothly, and that amazing connections are made at every level.  
 



BECOMING A COMMUNITY PANEL READER 
Community Panel Readers are culturally-savvy arts participants who want to have their voice 
be part of the next generation of Jewish theater. Readers: 
 

 
Here’s what you need to know about reading: 

• Plays are all delivered electronically, and can be read when, where and how you like –on 
your computer, your laptop, or any mobile device 

• Each play takes about 90 minutes to read, and all six add up to about a good-sized 
novel  

• We’ll also ask you to fill out a short, 4-question online survey about each play.  
 
Who Else is Participating? 
The Contest is an international movement!! The JPP has held Contest events in: 
 

San Francisco 
Chicago 
Boston 
Fairfax 
Hartford 

Seattle 
Palo Alto 
Mt. Laurel 
Houston 

Minneapolis 

Charlotte 
Manhattan 

Tel Aviv 
London 
Toronto 

 
The Contest is an unprecedented effort to bring the Jewish community into the artistic process. 
We call it Artistic Democracy, and it is unlike anything being done across the country. We can’t 
wait to have you be a part of our revolution in Jewish culture! 

1. READ 
 

6 plays 
electronically 
delivered to 

Panel Readers* 

2. TALK 
 

Panelists gather 
for a raucous and 
fun conversation 
about the plays  

 

3. WATCH 
 

Actors read 20-
minute sections 

of the Top 3 for a 
live audience 

4. VOTE! 
 

Readers vote on 
a Regional Top 3 
(fun fact – no two cities 
choose the same Top 3 

plays!) 

Six Weeks 
Dec  – Feb  

1 Night 
Dec - Jun 

1 Night 
(Optional) 

CLICK HERE  
to try it now! 

 


